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In this year of my 100th anniversary, I am pleased to disclose to you who I really am through this booklet. Many have been confused as to my function and my image has changed over the years. I have advanced from the “tea and cookie” image to leader of “Education’s Booster Club.”  My primary concern is that each child have the opportunity to reach his/her potential.
My parent organization was born on February 17, 1897, in  Washington DC. Fifty were expected to attend the birth, but two thousand came. Mother was christened “The National Congress of Mothers.” Her name was later changed to “The National Congress of Parents and Teachers.” At her birth, President Theodore Roosevelt said:

“I feel that your Congress of Mothers is an association for which I care the most among all the associations of either sex with which I have been brought into contact ….You are all dealing with the real vital things in life; and you are dealing with them in such a fine, sane, healthy way.”

The founders of the National Congress of Parents and Teachers were Mrs. Alice McLellan Birney and Mrs. Phoebe Apperson Hearst. Working together, they founded the largest volunteer educational movement in the world. They envisioned a better world for children – abolishing child labor and developing legislation for better schools. Their first national campaign was for establishing of public kindergartens.

One of the major interests of this organization from the beginning was the improvement of home and family living. Mrs. Birney expressed this interest most aptly when she said:

“The average mother is but indifferently equipped with knowledge of the moral, mental, and physical training of childhood.”

The dual school system that existed in the South led to the founding of the National Congress of Colored Parents and Teachers in 1962 by Mrs. Selena Sloan Butler. The National Congress of Parents and Teachers assisted with organizing and became the “big sister” of the new congress. The function of the NCCPTA was to provide PTA service in the District of Columbia and those states where separate schools for the races were maintained. My own state became a part of the congress. In 1954 the dual system of education was struck down by a Supreme Court decision. In 1970, the NCPT and the NCCPT merged in order to better serve all children and youth.

Fifteen years after the founding of the National Congress of Parents and Teachers, the Missouri Congress of Parents and Teachers came into being. The most influential leader in the beginning of this organization was Mary Harmon Weeks. 

Thus, you have the brief story of my ancestry. It would be impossible to give credit to all those who helped prepare the way for my coming into being. I invite you to read the following account of my life.
1913-17:
I was born in November 1913 at Phelps School. I was christened “Springfield Council of the National Congress of Mothers and Parent-Teacher Associations” My family consisted of the PTA and Mothers’ Circles from Boyd, Bowerman, Campbell, Fairbanks, and Phelps Schools.

The Boyd School Mothers’ Circle was the oldest, having been conceived in 1909 to solve an urgent health and sanitation problem- community water buckets being shared with a stray dog. The dog wasn’t perturbed, just the teacher and the mothers.

I had to have a guardian to watch over me, so Mrs. William Rulkoetter was chosen for these first years. My purpose in life was to help children in every way possible, so one of my first jobs was to cooperate with the city in an anti-fly campaign. This was followed by actions for keeping the school grounds clean and safe during summer months; cleanliness and ventilation of school rooms; safety programs for skating; a baby welfare program; and “Operation Toothbrush Drill”, which enabled every child to have a good toothbrush. I also supported bills on Child Labor and Mothers’ Pensions, as well as those calling for censorship of moving pictures and a revision of the curfew laws. 
My family increased by the addition of the following units; Bailey, Berry, Greenwood, McDaniel, McGregor, Robberson, Rountree, Rogers, Sunshine, Tefft, Waddell, Weaver, and St. Agnes. 

1917-24:
During these seven years I was guided by Mrs. J.B. McBride, who had just completed two years as president of the Missouri Congress. I don’t exactly know how she managed, but not only did she take care of me, she also organized and became president of the Parent –Teachers Association of Southwest Missouri, as well as taking care of a new child, the Central High School parent-Teacher Association.

These were critical years – the war was interfering with my natural growth and presenting new problems. I was kept busy supplying kits for soldiers, promoting sale of Liberty Bonds and Stamps, knitting, sewing and quilting for soldiers and war orphans, and publishing a wartime cookbook to help mothers prepare adequate meals from limited rations. All of this was in addition to my home projects on health and child welfare.
One of my supporters, Mrs. William B. Ullmann (Carolyn), was chosen to lead the Missouri Congress; and while there, the Carolyn B. Ullmann Scholarship Fund was established in her honor.

My family membership now numbered twenty-three as the units from Doling, Pepperdine, Oak Grove, New Home, Central High, and St. Joseph joined me. St Agnes withdrew.

1924-26: 
I’ve reached that critical age of twelve – between being a child and a teenager. My new guardian was Mrs. Charles Gardner. I made the acquaintance of Mr. H.P. Study, the new Superintendent of Schools, and together we worked for our mutual purpose – advantages for children. I solicited for a State Hygiene and Physical Education Program; I helped organize a Safety Council to combat auto speeding on our streets; and I requested that Homemaking and Music be added to our school curriculum. To solve one of our major problems, the Gertrude McBride Student Loan Fund was established to secure books and fees for high school children who would not be able to attend otherwise. 

My family increased with the addition of our three new junior high units: Reed , Pipkin, and Jarrett; and by three new rural units: Kickapoo, Wolf, and Sequiota.

1926-28:
Mrs. Hershal Yates accepted the challenge of guiding me, now that I am a full-fledged teenager. I accepted a new responsibility too – I became the sponsor for the Girl Scouts and the Camp Fire Girls. I continue my health and welfare projects, and welcomed two new type schools in our city. The Opportunity School was for handicapped and sub-normal children., and the Part-Time School provided four hours of individual attention each week for children over fourteen who had to work. I supported the school levies and was very proud of the $45.00 scholarship given to a member of the graduating class. 
My family really was mixed up. First I received nine new members: Gulf, York, and Bissett form the city; and Schuyler, Blackman, Fairview, Nichols, Rountree103, and Shady Dell from the rural area. Ten rural Units decided they were old enough to start on their own and formed the Greene County Council of Parent-Teacher Associations. This made my family consist of thirty members, including two new special schools – Part-Time and Opportunity. The members were busy forming preschools within their units to help young mothers. Four such units became another part of my family.

1928-30:
Depression years were a challenge to my new guardian, Mrs. W.P. Magee. Forty to fifty children were in each high school classroom, over five-hundred children were in basement classrooms, and a survey revealed not a single building was fireproof. I really supported the one and one-half million dollar bond issue, and was surely happy when it passed four to one. I encouraged the use of visual education. I sent out pleas for a new art museum for the cultural development of our children, and at the same time I urged censorship of motion pictures and vaudeville. I endorsed the recommendation for a detention home for children in trouble.
My main family stayed the same size, but the Preschool Section was growing very fast. Even the local churches were starting their Preschool Circles.

1930-32:
Mrs. A.B. Sherwood accepted the guardianship even though the depression was still very evident. The health clinics and mutual aid projects were very demanding. Added to them was the new Diphtheria immunization program. All my supporters worked diligently to prevent the $100,000 proposed cut from the State Children’s Budget. I had a wonderful new experience when I sponsored the first White House Conference for Children in Springfield. I was glad that I was able to give a gift of $100.00 to the Carolyn B. Ullmann Scholarship Fund in memory of our former School Superintendent, Mr. W.W. Thomas.
Leaving my family were Rogers, Waddell, Part-Time School and Opportunity School. The New Home School changed its name to Ed V. Williams. The preschools are still growing and prospering.

1932-34:

Thought I’d never get here, but finally I am of age – 21 years old! Mrs. John Williams is now supervising my activities. I decided to follow the guide as set up by the National Congress, so it was necessary to discontinue the Baby Clinics. One hundred and eighteen children were able to attend High School through the assistance of my Gertrude McBride Fund, and many other children were provided free lunches. To the established clinics, I added another one on eye testing, and eyeglasses were purchased for those who could not afford them. I abided by the recommendations of the National Congress to make our family receptive for all races of children, so the Lincoln PTA was invited to join with us. 

1934-36:

I began to show my maturity during the administration of Mrs. R.R. Robertson by receiving more superior ratings from Missouri Congress that anyone else in the state. I made my first radio broadcast, and, encouraged by this, made another entitled “Reminiscence”.  I accepted a new responsibility and started a kindergarten ay the Rountree School. Which proved quite successful and needed. I helped out teachers circulate a petition for a Teachers’ Pension Fund. It was still necessary to maintain a soup kitchen at McGregor School. No wonder I haven’t been able to add to my family.
1936-38:
Mrs. Herman Engle managed me these two years, as I set about initiating

a drive for a home for girls needing help. I requested some of the

newsstands to remove the obscene literature from their shelves, and I

opposed the operation of pinball machines. To protect all children, I

voted in favor of Smallpox and Diphtheria immunization as requirements

for entrance to public schools. Always concerned about children's health,

I instituted a Tuberculin check for all seventh graders.

I was proud to be host to the Missouri State Congress Convention; but

was certainly disappointed at the financial loss of the operetta, "Hansel

and Gretel", which was my first attempt to bring art and entertainment

to the school children. The children were delighted and clamored for

more. I opened my second kindergarten at Bailey School, and I provided

for a part-time doctor for our schools.
1938-40:

My silver anniversary! Don't feel that old. Mrs. Frank Wheeler assumed

responsibility for me and added some duties for me. I sponsored Red

Cross classes in First Aid and Safety in the Home, as well as broaching

the problem of Mental Health. I endorsed Cancer Research, and I urged

the use of Visual Education by all members of my family, as well

as by the schools. I maintained the projects for aid and welfare at home

besides lending aid to the drive for Chinese Relief. Fortunately, my second

play was a success, both to the children and to the treasury.

~~

1940-42:

War once more stymied my growth and hampered my guardian, Mrs.

Lester Viles. Again I sold War Bonds and Stamps, conserved food, saved

waste fats, and salvaged metal and paper. My activities were not

published, due to paper shortages. I stressed Physical Fitness for Defense,

and maintained the dental, immunization, and other health clinics. I

remained vigilant concerning censorship of motion pictures. I started

a library shelf for PTA literature and books. A gift was made to the Student

Loan Fund in memory of Mrs. W. P. Magee. The Clare Tree Major

Plays continued to be successful. I lost another member of my family,

the St. Joseph Parochial School Unit.
1942-44:

Mrs. R. V. Hedgecock took on the task of guiding me during these critical

years. I had salvage drives for metal, fat, greases, hosiery, and paper,

besides drives to sell bonds. I urged planting of Victory Gardens and

held canning institutes in five of our schools. I made surgical dressings

and held courses in Home Nursing and Nursing Aides. On the home

front I assisted the juvenile Protection Committee, and a kindergarten
was opened at Boyd. I inaugurated a Council News Sheet called" The

Doings". Was glad to report in it that Mrs. Frank Wheeler, my guardian

several years ago, became President of the Missouri Congress.
1944-46:

Both war and post-war problems besieged by new guardian, Mrs. Warren

Cherry. A new State Constitution was endorsed, while opposition

was expressed against National Conscription of Youth for Military Service

during Peace Time. Plans were made for promotion of public school

kindergartens after the war, and a resolution was made urging the adoption

of the Children's Code. The Springfield Safety Council was formed

to overcome the traffic problems. A post-war bond issue of $1,275,000

was passed for two new school buildings and repairs and additions to

others. Maybe my family will begin to grow again.
1946-48:

Mrs. James Vernon, newly elected caretaker, was able to attend the first

National Convention since the war. Signs of progress were seen

everywhere: a bookmobile added to the Library; legislation for education;

and the Saturday Club, which sponsored suitable films for children

to see on Saturday afternoons. Teachers' kits were sent to England and

other war-torn countries, while here at home the new Westport School

was built. My family welcomed this new member, the first in twenty

years.
1948-50:

Guiding me through these post-war years was Mrs. Elton O. Smith. A

new disease was threatening the nation, so I had to establish classes

for treatment of Polio, and I assisted in the Mothers' Drive for Polio.

Free chest x-rays were offered in an effort to prevent the spread of Tuberculosis.

I assisted in the drive for funds for free lunches for underprivileged

children, while many of my supporters were fixing breakfasts at their

schools for such children. I sponsored a bath towel shower for the new

Boys' Club. I established a scholarship fund of $500.00 to enable two

students to attend Teachers' College for two years, and one student to

attend for one year. One of my former guardians, Mrs. Herman Engle,

served as State President. The kindergarten was moved to Sunshine and

became known as the Sunshine Cottage Kindergarten. The old Gulf

School was replaced by the new Study School.
1950-52:

Mrs. Homer Kesterson lent me her energies during these two years. The

National Parent-Teacher Magazine pictured two of my enthusiastic

workers, Mrs. Maynard Cole and Mrs. Knapp of Sunshine School, as

being first in the state and second in the nation in number of magazines

sold.
Diabetic tests were added to our health projects, and a Mental Health

Clinic was organized. The safety program was given a boost by the gift

of the film from Southwestern Bell Telephone Company. I sponsored

a drive to collect books for the Polio Ward at Burge Hospital. The

kindergarten should have been put on wheels, as it was moved back

to Rountree due to lack of space at Sunshine.

At last - signs of growth again. Delaware, Ritter, Watkins, and the

Kiwanis School (for crippled and handicapped children) joined my'

family.
1952-54:

Another busy individual, Mrs. Warren Norman, accepted the task of watching

me. I made the acquaintance of the new Superintendent of

Schools, Mr. Willard J. Graff, as Mr. Study was retiring after serving

twenty-eight years. In order to meet the growing demands upon the

schools, I heartily endorsed and worked for the passage of a $3,000,000

bond issue, and for the passage of the Foundation Program on the state

level. My guardian was given an additional job of serving on a Steering

Committee of the Board of Education. Lack of room caused abandonment

of the kindergarten. My family gained two new members through

city annexation: Fairview and Sherwood.
1954-56:

Our family became united with the arrival of integration, and our large

family was the immediate concern of my new guardian, Mrs. Max (Irene) Deck.

Over 13,500 students were enrolled in Springfield Schools, and the bond

issue was bearing fruit as these schools were emerging: Fremont,

Holland, Portland, Weller, and the new Eastwood Junior High, converted

from Lincoln High. A bond issue for a new high school was passed and

legislation for education and child welfare was supported.
Civil Defense was a new problem to tackle, along with atomic bombs

and their effects. Clothing drives for good usable clothing to take care

of needy children were instituted. The Boyd Kindergarten was moved

to Sunshine, and its name was changed to PTA Council Kindergarten.

The $500,00 scholarship fund was dissolved after allowing for commitments
 made.
1956-58:

Mrs. Elmer Cox, who tended to my needs these two years, was also faced

with quick growth: Oak Grove and Shady Dell from annexation; Pershing,

Bingham, Mark Twain, and Parkview High School from the bond

issue. I really pushed for the Finance Program for the Foundation Program.

I was host to the Little White House Conference under the leadership

of Mrs. Herman Engle. Juvenile problems became our problems,

and a Conduct Code was developed by students, teachers, and parents.

The health clinics were all maintained, and fire prevention was discussed.
 A full $1,200 scholarship was given to the Caroline B. Ullmann Fund

in memory of Mrs. Frank Wheeler.
1958-59:

Mrs. Enos Gaines, Jr., watched over me at home and Mrs. Henry Carr,

one of my sincere workers, was watching over the State Congress at

this time. Civil Defense was a main problem, so training and information

was given to all. Another full scholarship in the Caroline B. Ullmann

Scholarship Fund was given in memory of Mrs. Herman Engle. On the

health front, the eye vision test was inaugurated, and cancer detection

was studied. Mental Health and Parent Education were foremost in study

plans.

My family got another boost with the addition of Hillcrest High School,

the third high school for Springfield.

1959-61:

The Assistant guardian, Mrs. Sears Soapes, had to take full control when Mrs. Gaines was transferred to another city. A Mobile Dental Unit was added to the health projects, and the vision screening tests were continued. Leadership training was promoted by sending delegates to workshops. I was incorporated, and my name was changed to “Springfield Council of Parent-Teacher Associations”. I added a new department, High School Service.

I gained a new member, Eugene Field School, and was glad to know that Pershing had enlarged to include a Junior High School.
1961-63:

My Golden Jubilee Year! How I have grown, and still growing! Mrs.

Malcolm (Maude) Haseltine is presiding over me now. I have kept her busy with

bond issues for a fourth high school, continuation of the dental units

and eye vision tests, civil defense, embodying shelters for protection

against nuclear attacks, and an increased safety program.
I just financed the purchase of the "Talking Bicycles" for school children.

Another full scholarship of $1,200 was given to the Caroline B. Ullmann

Fund in honor of Grace Carr. I gained three new members by annexation

of the school districts of Hickory Hills, Kickapoo, and South

Kickapoo Junior High. I now have forty-seven units, as Eastwood was

converted to a vocational school. The Golden Jubilee Love Gift was given

to the Gertrude McBride Student Fund and will aid many children to

obtain an education.
1963-65:

Mrs. Robert Henry, my new caretaker, was busy with bond issues and

levy increases. I endorsed two bond issues for new schools and additions,

and worked hard for an increase in the school levy to raise salaries

for teachers. I waged all-out war against the display of obscene literature on the newsstands. A clothing drive was conducted in cooperation

with the "Save The Children Federation." At the State PTA Convention,

I introduced a resolution commending the SMS Board of Regents for their foresight and vision in selecting Dr. Arthur L. Mallory as President of the College.
My family grew with the addition of Glendale High School, Laura Ingalls Wilder, Sequiota, and Horace Mann units.


1965-66:

This year I was guided by Mrs. Forrest (Etta) Moore. The School Volunteers Program, sponsored jointly with United Church Women and American Association of University Women, came into being with volunteers working at Campbell, Bissett, McGregor, Weaver, and Westport Schools. After thirty-two years of service to Springfield’s children, the PTA Council Kindergarten ceased operation, as public kindergarten would begin next fall. During this year the State PTA increased the CUB Scholarship Fund from $1,200 to $1,600.
Two new units, Pittman and Cowden, joined my family.
1966-68:

After twenty years of planning, public kindergarten became a reality.

Mrs. Ralph (Billie) Babb accepted the challenge of guiding me and as

proof that I had really come of age, Family Life Education was introduced

into the public schools at all grade levels. Smoking and

Health was a special project. Parent Education was stressed, and three

special meetings were opened to the public, with nationally known

speakers - Dr. George Schweitzer, Dr. Carl Winters, and Ann

Landers. I secured volunteers for the Head Start program, and helped

with a successful school bond issue. Happy Birthday to Springfield

Public Schools - 100 years old!

1968-69:

Mrs. James B. Porter, Jr., lent me her energies, and together we conducted

a series of Leadership Workshops on Programs, Promotion,

Juvenile Protection, and Parent Education. A special committee was

formed to send a petition to City Council to act on water fluoridation.

A bulk mailing permit was secured to help in sending messages

to my family and friends. I sent two delegates to the Missouri Governor's

Conference on Education, and helped get out the vote for the

passage of a successful school levy. The Little White House Conference

on Children and Youth was held to promote better 'communication

between home, school, and community.

My family gained a new member, Pleasant View.

1969-1971:

Mrs. William E. Smith assumed responsibility for me, and we voted to

endorse the "Family Life Education" program in the schools. I took part

in the Heart Scanning program, in which 4,957 children were scanned,

with 400 parents donating 2,000 hours of work. The Block Mothers'

program, started in cooperation with the Springfield Jaycees, helped promote

safety for children going to and from school. Once again efforts

were made to improve the quality of motion pictures. Children's Emotional

Health was a serious issue, and several of my members attended

a CEH Conference in Jefferson City.

Dr. Willard J. Graff retired after eighteen years as Superintendent of the

Springfield Public Schools, and was succeeded by Dr. Joseph E. Kuklenski.

Ecology and pollution were a major concern. I voted in opposition

to the proposed change of the Juvenile Code to lower the age limit to

seventeen years. I was privileged to present the first skit given by a Council

at State Convention. PTAs were required to obtain IRS numbers and

began filing yearly income tax returns. An important development nationwide

was the merger of the National Congress of Parents and

Teachers and the National Congress of Colored Parents and Teachers.
South Kickapoo was given the new name, Cherokee, and North

Kickapoo became Walt Disney.
1971-1973:

Mrs. Bill Bradshaw watched over me as we observed the 75th Anniversary

of National PTA. In September 1972 a commemorative eight-cent

stamp was issued by the United States Postal Department honoring this

75th anniversary of my parent organization. You can imagine my joy

over this great honor!

A major area of concern was the abuse of drugs by our youth. I endorsed

the work done by CODAC (Community Organization for Drug Abuse

Control) and gave financial support. A representative was appointed to

serve on the Board of Directors of CODAC, and my Units sold car wash

tickets and had individual projects to aid the organization. I supplied

volunteers to help with the Rubella Clinic, and my Units cooperated

in presenting the "Goals for Springfield" report.

A resolution which I submitted to the State PTA Convention, urging

special helps for children with learning disabilities, was adopted. Glendale

and Central High School PTAs became PTSAs by adding students

to their memberships. Preschool Section observed its 40th Anniversary.

A workshop was held to arouse community awareness to the growing

problem of venereal disease. Another major area of concern was traffic

safety, and one of my members was appointed to serve ex-officio on

the Advisory Board of the City Traffic Department. My units cooperated

in taking traffic counts to determine where additional traffic signals were

needed, and the most critical needs for sidewalks. Safe school routes were drawn up and distributed to the school children.

How proud I was when my guardian was asked to be the first council

president to participate in a National Convention Workshop! I was

honored to have our National PTA President, Mrs. John M. Mallory, as

speaker at our Founders' Day Banquet. Financial support was given to

the Special Olympics program for handicapped children and youth. One

of my former guardians, Mrs. Robert Henry, was elected President of

the Springfield R-12 School Board. The Summer Movie Project was

undertaken, which supplied me with revenue to enlarge my programs

to benefit children and youth.

I welcomed a new member to my family - Kickapoo High School.

1973-75:

Mrs. Fritz ( Joan) Keiser accepted my guardianship, and together we hosted the

State PTA Convention at Tan-Tar-A on the beautiful Lake of the Ozarks.

In cooperation with the Springfield Fire Department, I introduced the

"Tot-Finder" project to promote safety in the home. Educational television

came to Springfield, and I supported Channel 21 with an initial

contribution of $1,021. Many of my members helped with the Tele-

Auction to raise additional funds for the station.
An area of major concern was the concept of "Parenting" -helping

young people prepare themselves to be effective parents. Delegates attended

a Parenting Conference at Oklahoma University. A scholarship

in the amount of $2,500 was established to aid young people wishing

to attend the Willard J. Graff Area Vocational-Technical Center. My

members helped with a clinic for detection of cancer in women in

cooperation with the American Cancer Society. A major undertaking

on my part was accepting responsibility for the operation of the Clothing

Bank, formerly run by the Community Service League. The publication

of the National PTA Magazine was discontinued. Parkview High School

PTA voted to become a PTSA.
For the past thirty-seven years my main source of income was the presentation

of two plays each year for elementary students, presented by out-of-

town, professional groups. Since my Summer Movie Project now provides

me with sufficient funds-to carry on my many projects, it was decided

to discontinue these plays, and look to local talent to provide a

cultural experience for the Springfield school children. I contracted with

SMSU to present a play to the children next year, with the cost of the

production being absorbed by me and the children attending the play

free of charge.

1975-77:

Mrs. Forrest Fay, Jr. (Carolyn) guided my footsteps as we observed our

nation's 200th birthday. I became a charter member of the Bicentennial

Museum. My Bicentennial projects included the donation of a book to each school and the rewriting of my history.

The first State PTA Day at the Legislature was attended in Jefferson City

by approximately 200 of my members. Locally, I hosted a breakfast for

executive committee members and state legislators and an evening Open

House at Parkview High School so all my members could have the opportunity

to meet with state congressmen.
Hillcrest High School became a PTSA and seven new preschools were

organized under the leadership of Pre-school Section Chairman, Mrs.

Larry Trantham (Sue).

I was extremely proud to have one of my members selected to be the

first recipient of the State PTA Member of The Year Award. Mrs. CL.

Tracy (Carole), President of Parkview High School PTSA was presented

the award at the state convention in Kansas City.
I provided financial support to the Springfield Symphony for in-school

concerts at all elementary schools; the Springfield Zoo; state and local

scholarship funds and other worthy endeavors. A second PTA Scholarship

(Vo-Tech) was established to honor Mrs. Grace Carr, Honorary Vice-

President of Missouri PTA and a past State president.
Parenting, teenage alcoholism and TV violence continue to be major

concerns. The Clothing Bank served 3,363children during the last two

years. My first effort of presenting the SMSU play was well received by

students and teachers.
1977-78:

Mrs. Hosea Pfeifer, Jr. (Phyllis) became my able navigator and what a

busy, exciting year it was. Springfield became a Region. We are now

the Springfield Metro Region. My leader, by virtue of office, serves as

the Regional Director and is a member of the State Board of Managers.

I also have an Area Director.
I hosted the State Convention which was a lot of work but was a dream

come true. I joined forces with the Junior League and co-sponsored a

child abuse conference. Focusing on safety concerns for students, bright colored

vests were purchased for school crossing guards and I supported

a bond issue on streets and sidewalks and city parks.
I contributed to the "Bucks for Bricks" campaign to help pay for the

new State PTA office building in Columbia. I opposed the Tuition-Tax

Credit bill which would have had an adverse effect on public education.

I continue to be proud of ongoing projects and programs which

emphasize the PTA Objects.
1978-80:

Mrs. Paul Copeland (Colleen) made a commitment to direct my activities

for the next two years. I supported the Captain Kangaroo Picture Page project in cooperation with the Public Library.
A very generous contribution was made to the State PTA building fund

as a result of profits from the sale of Council Cookbooks, bazaar items

and baked goods.

I participated in the Channel 21 pencil sale and encouraged local units

to finance the Fluoride Rinse program in their schools. In celebration

of Springfield's Sesquicentennial, I presented a gift of a book to each

school.

I was pleased to be a sponsor of Hallmark Cards' Kaleidoscope exhibit

which stimulated children's creativity. Activities such as this enhance

the National PTA's Reflections Project which encompasses visual arts,

music and literature competition.

.
1980-81:

Mrs. Carolyn Vienhage Little devoted her talents to piloting me and what

an exhilarating term it was. I found myself hosting the State PTA Convention,

participating in the Community Art Fest, continuing support

of the Block-Parent project and working for the passage of a school tax

levy increase. A contribution was made to a workshop for the Missouri

Association for Children with Learning Disabilities. I was pleased to participate

in the RIF (Reading Is Fundamental) project. My family increased

in size with the addition of the Jefferies elementary unit.

After 11 years as Superintendent of Schools for the R-12 School District,

Dr. Joe Kuklenski retired. My units made a donation to the State PTA

building fund in his name to honor him and recognize his service to

our children and youth. Dr. Paul Hagerty was selected as the new R-12

Superintendent of Schools.

~I
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1981-83:

Mrs. Jack Hall (Joy) was chosen to supervise my activities. I sponsored

an Energy Workshop and made donations to the Children's Literature

Festival and the Springfield Children's Home.

Local units participated in voter registration at open house in the schools

and endorsed fluoride in the city water supply. A donation was given

to the Central High School Restoration Fund-the city's first high school.

Once again I was filled with great pride as Mrs. Tyrel Hart, Jr. (Dorothy)

was chosen the Missouri PTA Member of the Year for 1982.

Representatives were sent to Jefferson City to participate in a meeting

of the Missouri Advisory Council on Alcohol. I supported Channel 21,

RIF, the Parenting Place, Battered and Abused Women's project, ACLD,

the Zoo, Operation Child 10, the Springfield Art Museum, the State PTA

Building fund and a "tax renewal" election for public schools.

1983-85:

Mrs. Edward Jansen (June) is now piloting my responsibilities. I was

honored to receive a grant from National PTA for the Drug and Alcohol Abuse Project. Imagine my surprise and delight to be recognized as one of the top 35 councils at the National Convention in Albuquerque, New Mexico. President Reagan honored N PTA by addressing the delegates.

Four of my members attended a Regional Forum on Excellence in Education

in Wichita, Kansas. Furthering the focus on public education, Governor

Christopher S. Bond proclaimed 1983-84 as "The Year of the Public Schools."

One of my former leaders, Mrs. Fritz (Joan) Keiser, was elected State

President at the 1983 State Convention hosted in Springfield.

I contributed to the Make-A-Wish Foundation and the Child Advocacy

Council. The McGruff Project was approved and I participated in Project

Graduation. I also supported an Assertive Discipline Workshop and

purchased a membership in MADD (Mothers Against Drunk Drivers).

My leader was honored to serve on the R-12 Commission on Excellence

in Education which responded to "A Nation At Risk" on the local level.

Due to declining enrollment in some attendance areas, four schools

consolidated- Tefft-Weller and Fairview-Watkins and their PTA units merged. (Fall 1983-84)

My leader served as the State PTA Legislation Chairman during 1985

and witnessed the signing of the Excellence in Education Act of 1985.

Some of my members participated in the first State Educational Legislative

Seminar that preceded our Day at the Legislature in 1985 in Jefferson

City. My leader guided plans for this activity. Initial funding for the Early

Childhood Development Act was realized during this time. It was

a good year for public education.
1985-86:

This year my path was directed by Mrs. James Barry (Ida). In conjunction

with the Drug and Alcohol Abuse Prevention Project, I supported the "Just Say No" campaign.

Special donations were made to the Latch Key Program and the Teenage

Parent Program. Continued support is given to local, state and National

PTA projects and programs such as Parent Seminars, Seat Belt Safety,

Salute to Schools and Teacher Appreciation Week. I was pleased when

National PTA extended my grant on the Drug and Alcohol Abuse Prevention

Project.

I supported a school tax levy increase by researching voter registration

records and encouraging "friends of public education" to vote.

The Child Advocacy Council donated a McGruff dog puppet to each

elementary school to enhance the McGruff Safety Project. These puppets

were distributed at a regular council meeting and what a sight it

was to see those dogs standing at attention and peering at the council
members. Unlike the dog drinking from the water pail, the McGruff dog

is most welcome in the school. I was a benefactor of the will of Mrs.

Elsie Elliott, a former Springfield school teacher. These monies shall be used to promote the work of the council.
1986-87:

Mrs. Bruce Bell (Sandra) coached my family this year. Springfield was

once again the site of the State PTA convention as we celebrated Missouri

PTA's 7Sth anniversary. Governor john Ashcroft proclaimed October

1986 through October 1987 as "The Year of PTA."
I gained two new units-Greene Valley and the Wanda Gray elementary

school named for Dr. Wanda Gray, former coordinator of elementary

education for the R-12 District.
The Conco concrete company sported our membership message “Get Mixed up with PTA – Kids are Counting on You” painted on one of their trucks. 
Our second cookbook was published. We contributed funds to the

Ronald McDonald House project. Membership is still increasing as we

now boast 13,630 members for the Springfield Metro Region.
1987-89:

Mrs. Mike Selph (Barbara) has accepted the challenge to chart my course as we near my 75th birthday. We shall observe my anniversary in February 1988 at our annual Founders' Day Banquet.

My family now consists of 49 local units and 6 preschool units. Locally, I have 13,247 individual members and 65 business memberships. At the National level we are 6.1 million members strong.
McDonald’s provided tray liners to promote membership in PTA. Mayor Tom Carlson proclaimed September as PTA Membership Enrollment Month. Membership dues were $2.00 with 50 cents of that  going to National PTA.
I continue to promote community awareness regarding teenage pregnancy; the abuse of alcohol and other drugs; child abuse; pornography and more recently, the concern of AIDS (Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome).
Some projects receiving continuing support locally are the clothing bank, summer movies, vision screening, live plays and scholarships. Through the years many programs and projects have been initiated and as their purpose was fulfilled, they were phased out. At this writing, President

Reagan is challenging us to have "drug-free" schools and the National PTA is emphasizing self-esteem and "at-risk" children. Our National PTA President, Manya Ungar, has stated: "Children are

our only future. Everyone who cares about our country must shape a better future by working for today's children and youth. I believe the best way to do that is through PTA."
The future holds many concerns for our children and youth of today. I shall continue to work for the good of all children because they are indeed our future. I shall continue to seek parental involvement and community support to encourage excellence and equity for the R-12

students. I look forward to meeting the challenge of tomorrow regarding the welfare of children and youth. It has been a great 75 years of caring and "we've only just begun."
1989-91:

Mrs. Betty Price served as President for the next two years. Burger King helped membership goals by supplying tray liners in their restaurants, encouraging patrons to join PTA. Effective Family and School Partnership was the goal for these years. Developing two way communication between home and school, through programs to build self esteem, drug and alcohol abuse prevention, seat belt safety, latchkey children and child abuse prevention. Parents were provide tip on how to talk with their children about sex, TV viewing, and testing.   
Council continued the Reflections program, 4th grade play, and the vision screening as ongoing projects as well as working on legislation affecting children and youth. 
1991-93:

Mrs. Debbie Hickey directed the work of Council the next two years. Our membership was 11,170 with a total enrollment of 23,940 students in the Springfield Public Schools. The Summer Movie Tickets were the main source of funding for the project and programs of Council. One project was to purchase a bulk mailing permit for the school PTAs to use. At the cost of 29 cents apiece for mailing, this saved the units $3,307.16 this year. Council also provided child care for the members at Council meetings to encourage those who could not afford child care to attend. 
The vision screening program expanded to the entire school district and in 1994 Council and SPS planned to purchase ten new vision screening machines. 

Council programs were a Focus on the Family, alerts on new network television programming, multi-cultural workshops, violence against women workshop, Mothers Against Drunk Driving, and Drug and Alcohol Abuse. The PTA play was “Blue Horses” presented at SMSU. Council also help with hurricane relief efforts for Florida, Louisiana, and Hawaii. 
1993-95:
We were “In Tune with Tomorrow” as the theme for 1993, with Mrs. Peggy Stepp serving as president of Council. Issues the schools, parents, and Council were dealing with were school violence and gang influences. National PTA and Chrysler Corp presented “Education in America – Getting the Nation Involved”. Parent /Family Involvement was the overriding theme for these years. Tips and check lists were developed: “76 Ways Volunteers can help in the Elementary Schools” and “30 Ways Volunteers can help in the Secondary Schools”.  Also “100 ways to give recognition to Volunteers” to thank all those that did volunteer in the schools.
We were “Taking Time for Children” in the 1994-95 school year. National and State Legislation issues Council took up included the opposition of Vouchers and Tuition Tax Credits, while supporting full funding for Public Schools, and to fight the Hancock II amendment. Council supported School linked Health Clinics,  and provided educational materials and resources for parents and educators on the HIV/AIDS infection. 
PTA opposed Corporal Punishment in the Schools and supported background checks of those wishing to purchase firearms, and making it illegal to have firearms on school grounds.

Programs on inclusivity, and safe walking routes to school and safe traffic patterns around schools were promoted. The big debate was the issue of commercialism in the classroom with the advent of Cable TV in the High Schools and the required watching of news programming. 

I tried the first evening Council meeting at Carver Middle School to meet attendance issues for some our members. 

1995-97:

Mrs. Mary Christiano accepted the guardianship of Council as we continued our efforts to better the lives of children and families. In 1995 the 4th grade play was “Two Pails of Water” at SMSU. We sponsored, with Missouri PTA and DESI, a conference on HIV/AIDS at Kickapoo HS. Fought to keep free and reduced lunches available in the Springfield Schools. Supported the issue to remove tobacco vending machines where they are accessible to children 18 years old and younger. Council worked with Ozark Fighting Back on gang and drug issues, and attended The Conference for the Young Child. A Traffic Safety Workshop was held in October 1996.
Council became more media savvy and branched out to film and present topics on Cable TV’s local “Springfield Scene” program. Topics included: A PTA Survey, Relationships, School Lunches, Parent –Teacher Conferences, Parent Involvement, and the School Calendar. Editorial commentary was also written for the News-Leader.
Community activities involved working on uniform School Speed limits/signs as there were concerns about losing local school speed zones. The Clothing Bank served over 900 children this  year and we were able to increase the amount of free underwear and socks to four pair  for each child. We tried opening on Saturdays to accommodate families, and SPS gave a used computer to the Clothing Bank to help facilitate record keeping. 

For the Bicentennial of our country, each PTA Unit was asked to submit a quilt square from their school to Missouri PTA which then made four panels to display at State convention, and now are displayed at the State PTA Office. 

With the accomplished goals of Kindergartens in the schools and the start of the new Parents as Teachers programs, the Preschool Section of PTA Council was formally dissolved on March 6, 1996. Two units, Mann and Northside, decided to continue on their own as free standing PTAs, which were welcomed into council. This is also the year 19 of the Kindergartens went to full day programs. 
May 4 1996, Council hosted a parents workshop with Detective Sergeant Craig Hill speaking about crimes against children. That month we also hosted the Kaleidoscope project from Hallmark a Creative Art Experience at Battlefield Mall. We helped with volunteers at the District Music Festivals at Drury, and continued the Reflections program and Reading Is Fundamental for 1and 2 grades.
Our membership in 1995 totaled 12,293; 1996 total membership was 11,306.
1997-99:

Mrs. Karen Turk guided the Council with health and safety issues the priority in her administration.  Bicycle Sprees were held at SMSU, and with underwriting from  Aaron Sacks and Assoc, $5.00 bike helmets were available to purchase. A “World AIDS Day” program for education about the infection was held on Dec 1. National Drugged and Drunk Driving Prevention programs, Vision Screening and safe sidewalk programs continue.

With school violence on the increase in the country, discussions of allowing Police officers to carry handguns on school property was a hot topic. Council approved the arming of Police officers on school property, for children’s safety. Other safety issues council promoted included; fire prevention, school bus safety, and Red Ribbon Week. Health issues were to continue the vision screening clinics, and awareness of health concerns in classroom treats/parties, and to make sure food service gloves were available while serving. Safe Kids Day was held in May each year. 
A Legislative issue Council supported was the call to have the Blood Alcohol Count (BAC) of .08 the standard for drunk driving arrest. We participated in the Good Community Fair in September 1997. Another Bond and Levy was supported in 1998.
We grew again with the addition of the new unit at McBride Elementary joining Council.

1999-2001:
The direction of PTA Council was under Mrs. Susan Fudge’s capable leadership. New Superintendent of Schools Dr Jack Ernst and PTA hosted the “First Day Rally” to start the 1999 school year at Hammons Student Center.  The “Sky High on Reading” project started to encourage raising reading goals. 

PTA participated in Project Re-directory to encourage recycling of old phone books. The 1999 the 4th grade PTA play was “Mother Hicks”. Council did another cookbook in 2000 to raise funds to continue the many ongoing PTA projects; Salute to School month, Teacher Appreciation, Health and Safety programs, Scholarships, Leadership Training, Parent/Family Involvement, Clothing Bank, and Founders Day Banquets.
We lost PTA units with the closing of Doling School, and Berry and Pepperdine were scheduled to close the following year. 

2001-02:

2011 started with the tragedy of September 11. Council and National PTA published “Tips for helping Children Deal with the 9/11 tragedy”, “Talking to Your Child about Hatred and Prejudice”, and “Helping Children Overcome Prejudice”. Mrs. Mary Christiano led Council through these troubling days.  Many of the programs this year were dealing with stress in children, Bullying and Self-Esteem, and coping skills. 
The School Crossing Protection Committee and PTAs helped purchase four Blinking Stop signs for the crossing guards to use, to increase safety for those walking to school. The PTA Play was “Tom Sawyer” at SMSU. Council tackled a legislative issue by participating in an initiative petition to change the requirement for passage of school bond issues to a simple majority. Council worked on the Reading Roundup with David Harrison to raise funds to improve the School Libraries book collections.  
2002-04:
Under the capable direction of Mrs. Barbara Hoover, Council participated in the Springfield Vision 20/20 project serving on the Education Committee. In 2002, PTA published “10 tips for fueling your child’s brain power”, and “Children and Memories: Dealing with the Anniversary of 9/11.” This was the year “No Child Left Behind” mandates were implemented which created conversations on how and what will happen in Springfield Public Schools. 
The Better Schools for Kids Committee was organized to help support the district with the Bond and Levy project. Council officers and members played a key-roll in the grass roots effort to better our schools.
Greenwood PTA adopted the Clothing Bank as their special project and found creative ways to support Councils ongoing project that served the underprivileged children in our district. 

A new fund was established to help reward positive behavior in elementary schools. It was named after a longtime district principal and PTA supporter Mr. Charlie Nickel. The initial money for the establishment of this fund was done through a golf tournament.

Construction began on Wilsons Creek School.
Council held a district wide Safety Fair in March 2004, at Hickory Hills MS and Carver MS. Demonstrations and programs presented were: Taekwondo, Roller-Skating safety, Driving safety for teens, building Self Esteem using Martial Arts, Bus Safety, Drug and Alcohol Abuse Awareness, and what kids need to know to succeed.

2004- 06:
President Mrs. Pam Bodine lead Council as we undertook many new and continuing programs. Reading Round-up announced the need for 24,000 books for the School Libraries.
The 4th grade play this year was titled “In a Room Somewhere” at SMSU. PTA continued to organize and work Health Fairs at each elementary school annually. Council approved a Resolution titled “Air Conditioning and Ventilation Improvements for Springfield Public Schools”. The Council fundraiser this year was the Simon Evening of Giving at Battlefield Mall.

Springfield Public Schools named Dr. Norm Ridder as the new Superintendent. Council welcomed him as a new partner in our efforts to improve parent and school interaction. SPS Students and PTAs have raised over $19,000.00 to date for victims of Tsunami in Southern Asia. This year’s Founders Day banquet had a Mardi gras theme. Mr. Tom Krause was the guest speaker.

2006-08:
Mrs. Annie Cockrum guided the Council as the “Three for Me- A little means a lot” National PTA program, created to effectively involve parents and families in support of children, was rolled- out by the PTA council in the fall of 2006. 
The PTA Clothing Bank underwent a transformation including paint, new lighting and also new clothing racks and celebrated with a Grand Re-Opening of August that year. The PTA Clothing Bank was no longer open on the first Wednesday of each month to allow Council and Unit officers the opportunity to attend Council meetings. The Hillcrest students involved in the Transitions program have started to assist at the clothing bank weekly. The Clothing Bank served 1,376 students this year with 1,059 being first time shoppers
The Simon Evening of Giving and a Trivia Night were once again the Council fundraisers. Bailey School re-organized their PTA and started with 36 members.

PTA Council participated in the City Wide Back to School Bash. The first Principal and Presidents luncheon was held.
RIF of Springfield will distribute approximately 13,000 books this year making the Springfield program the largest in the Nation. The fourth grade play was moved from SMSU to the Landers Little Theater. The Play that year was titled “Just So Stories”.

Glendale Hosted the Founders Day banquet and the theme was “A Feast for the Eyes”.

The Care to Learn program was introduced in early April. The Pay it Forward program was introduced by Council.

A one of a kind PTA unit in Missouri was established. SEPTA-Springfield Special Education PTA. It is not affiliated with one specific school but encourages membership from any family member or friend with a special needs student in Springfield.

2008-10:

Mrs. Donna Petiford accepted the guardianship of Council as President and oversaw the responsibility of the return of the SEA Scholarships to Council’s control in 2008. The St. John's Back-to-School Bash was held on August 22, 2008, at St. Johns - Smith Glynn soccer field. Council sponsored a booth, and the "Duck Pond" was used for school supplies to be passed out. 
This year Council started the website and Facebook page to further enhance the ability to communicate with parents and PTA units. 
Council received the AtLaw Award at State Convention for outstanding advocacy. A Legislative Rally was held on December 3rd during the Council meeting at Jeffries Elementary. Rep. Charlie Denison and Rep. Charlie Norr attended and issues covered were: 3rd Party Child Abuse, Tobacco Settlement Funds, Teen Drivers and Cell Phones, Tax Credits/Deductions, and Vouchers.
The Clothing Bank served 1,133 students, with total visits of 1,675. A video explaining what the Clothing Bank is and how it works was produced. The purchase of a new washer and a new dryer that was donated, helped the volunteers make sure the clothing was clean before being placed out for selection. Council worked with the SPS Foundation who provided funds to purchase jeans, socks and underwear, when needed.
Springfield was the site and host for the State convention in 2009 and council was honored with the AtLaw award (for outstanding advocacy), the Outstanding Website award, the Council Achievement Award, the Exclusive 100 award, and the Oak Leaf award (for membership increases).
Two new schools opened this school year, Harrison Elementary and Hickory Hills K-8. Our council grew by one new unit with Harrison Elementary PTA up and running before the doors of the new building were even open. 
There were some changes to fundraising this year: Battlefield Mall did not hold the Simon Evening of Giving and SCPTA did not hold its annual Trivia Night. To offset these loses of fundraising opportunities, a silent auction was added to the annual Founder’s Day Celebration in February. Twenty-six (26) silent auction baskets were donated by schools/PTAs for this event, and $1096 was raised. Council decided to participate in the Education Funding Group’s saver cards fundraising program in the spring.
2010-12:

With a recession in the economy it was important to keep programming available to the Units at little or no cost. Mrs. Dawn Thompson focused on bringing free programs to the local units. The All Pro Dads program started with 5 schools participating and grew to 14 by the end of the two years. The NED Show promoted : Never give up, Encourage others, Do you best, this program fit with a school wide behavior system. “Don’t Meth With Us” sponsored by the Springfield Rotary Clubs dealt with drug abuse. Council celebrated with “Healthy Lifestyles” Month giving units ideas to promote healthy choices in daily life. We learned of the “Cents of Pride” stores in schools, “Computer Cop” and Child ID programs that are available free to the units. Council sponsored the “Save A Life Tour” to two of the High Schools to promote safe driving skills and choices. 
The Clothing Bank became a community resource for many families dealing with reduced budgets. With 44% of the families in SPS eligible for service at the Clothing Bank, we served 1,500 children. We are grateful for the partnership of Kiwanis International over the past 75 years with operation of their Shoe Bank at our Clothing Bank site at Bailey School. Discussion began on the possibility of moving the Clothing Bank to a new location.

Council projects continue to develop safety and health programs, Arts education with the PTA Play, Reading Is Fundamental, and Reflection program, Scholarships available to graduating seniors, and Leadership training. 
2012-13:
As we began to plan the 100th Anniversary Celebration of Springfield Council, Mrs. Mary Christiano stepped into the office of President once again. 
We were able to expand the scholarship offerings to five scholarships this year, one for each high school in rotation, to offer to a graduating senior. 

The Clothing Bank is planning to move over the summer to Study School to better serve the families with better facilities. 
Our Council has grown and weathered many crisis over the years, maturing and able to deal with whatever comes our way. Programs have looked back on the accomplishments of this Council and the local PTA units. Council continued our guiding purpose, mission and values by being active participants in the Springfield Public Schools committees, community programs and local units.
"The Parent-Teacher movement is an expression of the principles which shape a democratic system of government. It uses the democratic method of group discussion to clarify issues and bring about an intelligent participation in social and public affairs. No one would have believed, and some are still filled with awe, that untrained men and women could develop such programs of action as has the PTA. The challenge from our Founders is to stand firm for freedom – freedom to make decisions and freedom to gain the benefits or pay the penalties from those decisions.” – Mrs. Henry (Grace) Carr
